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The Judgment about Achievements and Problems of 40 Years Reform and

Opening-up from Economists
—Analysis Based on Questionnaire Survey by China Economist
QIN Yu LI Gang
( China Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100836)

Abstract: After 40 years of reform and opening up China has been the second largest economy and the largest
manufacturing nation in the world the total volume of trade has ranked top of the world and people s living
standards have improved significantly. But at the same time the inadequacy and imbalance of social development are
gradually emerging. In December 2017 the Institute of Industrial Economics of CASS and China Economist carried
out a survey about achievements and shortcomings of “childcare education employment medical services elderly
care housing and social assistance”. The results show China basically meets the material and cultural needs of the
people and has been entering a crucial stage of building a moderately prosperous society to a successful completion

o

but there is still a big gap between the realization of peoples “better life”. During the 40 years people’ s living
standard has been improved significantly in education health income employment living environment and
population mobility etc. however the problem of high housing price and the unequal distribution of education and
income are still the main problems that restricts the adequate and balanced development.

Keywords: reform and opening-up; wellbeing of people; principal contradiction; sustainable development
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