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Preliminary exploration of historical tasks and achievements
of industrialization in PRC

LI Gang

(Institute of Industrial Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: The industrialization of People’s Republic of China (PRC) is a continuous development history
that should not be artificially separated. But dividing history into stages can help to better understand history,
better understand the present, and prepare for future. The industrial history of PRC is divided into five periods
based on productivity: The first period, from 1949 to 1956, was the transitional period of industrialization.
The main contribution was the establishment of the institutional foundation and preliminary framework of
productivity for the development of industrialization in PRC, with the completion of the three major socialist
reforms as the end sign. The second period from 1956 to 1973 was the industrialization period with the goal
of true national independence and self-determination. The main achievement was that the Chinese nation
could truly stand on its own in the forest of nations, free from the risk of extinction and national downfall
over the past century, and ended with the implementation of the “4.3-Billion Plan”. In the third period
from 1973 to 1993, industrialization aimed at solving people’s basic needs for food and clothing. The main
achievement was that China’s productive forces achieved the basic requirement of meeting people’s basic
needs in terms of total output. The implementation of the “4. 3-Billion Plan” in 1973 marked the beginning,
and the abolition of grain tickets in 1993 marked the end. In the fourth period from 1993 to 2020, the
industrialization of continuously improving people’s living standards and striving for a moderately prosperous
society for all has led to a continuous improvement in people’s living standards. The goal is to complete the
comprehensive construction of a moderately prosperous society and eliminate absolute poverty by 2020.
Starting from 2021, China’s industrialization has entered a new historical stage. On the basis of successfully
achieving the first centenary goal, achievement is strived of the second centenary goal of “common prosperity”.

Key words: industrial economic history; history division; criterion of productivity
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